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Fight fire with Prevention

Replacing injured employees and
repairing the damage o plant or
equipment after an industrial fire is a
difficult task. Preventing the fire from

occurring in the first place is
easier. That is why it
s important to
be aware of the
fire hazards in
VoL

@

work area and eliminate them before
they can cause serious problems,
Remeamber that a minute of prevention
can save a month of reparation.

Here are some ways you can help prevent
workplace fires:

® Good housekeeping - keep your work area tidy, it
only takes a few minutes a day to clear things
away. Don't allow combustible materials to
accumulate,

e MNever block any fire detection or protection
equipment by stacking or storing items in from of
. or too close to them.

® Be alert to your surroundings.

VWatch for potential
dangers such as gas
leaks, hazardous or
unlabelled chemicals,
manfunctioning
equipment or faulty
electncal fittings.

@ If your department is involved in the use of
flammable liquids or chemicals, ensure that the
correct procedures for handling, use and store
are followed.

e Store oxidisers separately from flammable
liquids, gasses, oils and other fuel sources.

® Ensure the gas cutting equipment hoses and
fittings are in good condtion.
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® Vihen carrying out welding or

With complement of safety, Health 1%
and Environment Department k

gas cutting / burning
activities, ensure that the
surounding areas are
protected from hot slag, spatter or sparks.
Ensure all equipment is turned off or shut down
properly and check the area for
possible 'not spots’ before leaving.

® Always comply with hot wark
permit precautions and
requirements.

® MNever refuel equipment
while it is running, or
when it is at a high
temperaturs. check for
potential ignition sources away
from any nearby hot work activities.

® Maintain motors in good working condition. This

will prevent them from manfunctioning and
causing overheating or sparking hazards.

Check out electrical cables and connections.
ook for frayed extension cords, old or damaged
electrical wiring or fittings. Do not overload
electrical outlets or extensions. Ifa buming
odour is detected, switch off the equipment and
call your supervisor.

Shut down any office computers, fans, heaters
cte. when not in use. check before leaving your
building at end of the day.

Know where the fire fighting equipment and fire
alarm points are in your work area. Learn how o
safely operate the fire extinguishers and be
aware of the designated emergency exils,

Become familiar with your area fire and
evacuation procedures.

® Smoke only in the designated areas.

The best way to fight fires is to prevent
them ! Do your part- Stop fires before
they start.
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